
THE DIOGENES REPORT 
The Wit, Wisdom & Wituperation of Emanuel L. Strunin 

“a few steps ahead of the curve” 
January 2004, VOL. IV, #2 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

I TAKE HIM AT HIS WORD 

 

While his friends refuse to take him at his word when he says he is ready to give away 

the store, and his enemies also refuse to believe that he means it when he says that he will 

give away the store. Despite the fact that he is a politician, who speaks out of both sides 

of his mouth, I take him at his word when his words are inimical to Israel. I have detected 

this “bad for Israel” agenda in his words and actions from the time he was running for 

prime minister.  

 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, speaking at the Likud Central Committee meeting 

on January 5 in Tel Aviv, made several critical statements: 

 

In contrast to all previous prime ministers who promised to bring the 

decision regarding the final arrangements with the Palestinians to national 

referendum, Sharon proclaimed that he, the prime minister, would decide and 

implement his decisions. 

 

For the first time in any presentation, Sharon added the adjective 

"independent" to the term "Palestinian state".  Until now he left open the 

option that he was referring to an "autonomous" Palestinian state. 

 

One Israeli political leader commented that Sharon wants to be deGaulle but he may end 

up as Petain. Diogenes says that he may end up more like the American who started as a 

war hero and ended up as a traitor—Benedict Arnold. 

 

 

 

COMPARING PHILANTHROPY 

 

While reading of the reestablishment of Islamic institutions and culture in Granada in 

southern Spain--the Andalusia region which was the last stronghold of the Arabs on the 

Iberian peninsula—it struck me that Islamic philanthropy follows a very narrow course. 

All of the Arab financial contributions, as far as I can ascertain, aim at furthering the 

Islamic religion and Islamic culture. I have yet to hear of a Sheikh Muhammad hospital 

being opened in the United States or even in Europe. Where are the academic chairs of 

English literature or modern art funded by Muslims? There are none as far as I know. But 

there are many chairs designed to promote Islamic culture, religion and Arab political 

points of view funded by oil-rich Arabs. The same scenario holds true for museums and 

other America cultural institutions and activities. 
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In contrast, the record of philanthropy by Jews is vastly different. The largest part, by far, 

of Jewish philanthropy goes to institutions and programs that benefit the general 

community. Museums, colleges and universities, concert halls, hospitals, libraries, public 

broadcasting stations and just about every institution and activity that aims at raising the 

quality of life for people of all races and religions. Jewish philanthropy also is generous 

toward Jewish institutions and programs though not on the same scale as it is toward the 

general community. 

 

How different the Jewish and Muslim approaches toward philanthropy. I question 

whether Muslim contributions toward promoting only its own culture and political 

interests even deserve the name of philanthropy. By the way, these Muslim 

“philanthropists” are among the world’s richest men and families. 

 

 

 

DON’T EXPECT AN OBJECTIVE BOOK REVIEWER AT THE TIMES 

 

While the ancient Diogenes searched for an honest man, this Diogenes often spends part 

of his Sunday searching for an honest book review in The New York Times. This is 

difficult because the editorial custom at the Book Review is to select reviewers who are 

either pursuing a vendetta against the author or have the same views as the author.  For 

example, reading the review of a new book by Noam Chomsky, you get the feeling that 

Chomsky is reviewing his own book. 

 

At times, in the review, the condemnations of  certain American and Israeli (naturally) 

practices are so Chomsky-like that it is difficult to tell whether they are Chomsky’s or 

those of the reviewer, Samantha Power. Of course, the reviewer and the author agree that 

America is the terrorist nation that has “650 people who remain holed up in Guantanamo 

‘kennels’, denied access to lawyers and family members, etc., etc.” It goes without 

saying, both by the reviewer and Chomsky that these prisoners are innocents who were 

scooped up from Afghan mosques by the evil Americans. 

 

While the editors of the Times Book Review may be devious, they are not stupid or ill-

informed. So they knew when they selected Power that they would get a review favorable 

to Chomsky and not an objective review. That’s why you have to read the Times with 

your guard up. Their editors and reporters are sly bushwackers. They masquerade as 

objective journalists, but are really hardcore ideologues. 

 

As part of their editorial prejudice in support of Chomsky’s views is the amount of 

space—one full page—allotted to the review. Chomsky is a leading authority on 

linguistics and is entitled to a page or even two when he publishes a book on his 

specialty.  But when he writes on politics and international events, he warrants no more 

space than books on the same subject by Jane Fonda or Richard Dreyfus or John Wayne 

would get.                                          
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WHAT CULTURE WAR V? 

 

The Italian government, headed by Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, removed  

the Imam of the Grand Mosque of Rome from his post after he  

exhorted his listeners to "annihilate the enemies of Islam and guarantee  

everywhere in the world the victory of the Nation of Islam."  The Imam,  

Abdel-Samie Mahmoud Ibrahim Moussa, said in his sermon, "[We pray for]  

Allah's help in the destruction of the homes and destruction of the enemies of Islam, for 

their annihilation, and the victory everywhere for the nation of Islam." 

  

Moussa's words drew sharp responses from various directions.  Father Justo  

Lacunza Balda, rector of the Pontifical Institute for Arab and Islamic  

Studies in Rome, said, "There can be no place for people who encourage  

hatred and incite to kill. This is insanity… It must be clearly stated that  

the Italian Constitution does not allow public incitement to violence and  

hatred of imaginary enemies…" 

  

Imam Moussa also recently said, that suicide attacks in Israel can be justified according 

to Islam, while attacks in Saudi Arabia, Morocco or Italy cannot.  

 

Nah, there’s no culture war. 

 

Lagos, Nigeria, Jan. 3—Nigerian officials declared they had put down an armed uprising 

by an Islamic movement seeking to create a Muslim state in Africa’s most populous 

nation. The uprising by a largely university-based student group preaching Islamic 

revolution stood as one of the most concerted offensives in three years of Christian-

Muslim violence since 12 northern states began instituting Islamic law, or Shariah. 

 

The group known as “the followers of Mohammed’s teachings” has campaigned for the 

past two years for an Islamic state and publicly criticized officials it saw as lax in 

implementing Islamic law. The attacks mark the first time the movement has been known 

to take up arms. 

 

Nah, there’s no culture war. 
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HEADLINES AND COMMENTS 

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes. 

 

Parmalat’s Founder Jailed Pending Trial 

That’s what you get when you sell 2% fat milk as 1%. 

 

FedEx Buys Kinko’s For $2.4 Billion 

Now, FedEx employees can be first on line at the copying machine. 

 

Indian Leader’s Trip To Pakistan Raises Hope For Warmer Ties 

He wants Pakistan to sell the same nuclear technology to India that they’re selling to 

everyone else. That will make things a lot warmer for the whole world. 

 

Path To The Priesthood: Seminary Helps Men Explore Calling To God 

Actually, they’re exploring a two track career system--a calling to God and a calling to 

altar boys.  

 

Woman Dies After Stabbing: Police Arrest Son On Assault Charges 

Whatever happened to family values? 

 

Manufacturing Index Reaches 20-Year High 

Is this growth based on the 14 remaining manufacturing plants in the U.S. or on the 

number of plants that were operating 20 years ago? 

 

Saudi Arabia Gives Ambulances And Fire Brigade Vehicles To Palestinians 

They should call these gifts by their Arab uses—terrorist and weapons transporters. 

 

Dean Narrowing His Separation Of Church And Stump 

Down South he’s getting “religion.” That’s not too hard because he already speaks in 

tongues. Handling snakes will, likely, come next. 

 

Baker To Press Arab Lands To Forgive Huge Iraqi Debt 

He should remind them what the Koran says about being charitable. 

 

Mad Cow Forces Beef Industry To Change Course 

Right! No more big Mac. Now it’s  small Mac. 

 

Rover Unfurls, Opening New Stage In Exploring Mars 

It discovered Osama’s hiding place, not more than 100 yards from where it landed. 

 

Judge Admits Lying To F.B.I. Agent 

What a switch, it’s usually an F.B.I. agent lying to a judge. 

 

Police Discover Woman’s Body, Say She Died Five Months Ago 

It took her mailman five months and a stack of 10,000 credit card offers to realize that 

she wasn’t collecting her mail. 
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Labor Dept. Offers Tips To Avoid Overtime Pay 

This is the Bush lower class pay cut to go with the middle class tax cut. 

 

What’s A Canadian Cow? Trade Blurred Distinctions 

I don’t know a Canadian cow, but I do know Canadian bull: that they’re fighting the war 

on terrorism. 

 

With Capital At High Risk Of Quakes, Iran Weighs Moving It To A Safer Place 

How about New York? Mayor Bloomberg says it’s the safest city in America. 

 

Pakistan Called Source Of Libyan’s Atom Design 

It’s  just the Islamic version of NAFTA. 

 

Islamic Democracy   (NY Times editorial headline) 

An oxymoron. 

 

 

 

QUOTES I LIKE 

Diogenes considers them clever, not that he necessarily agrees with them.  

 

I’m making a conscious decision to take this whole Judaism thing seriously. I think the 

Jews need me right now. 

- Geraldo Rivera  (discussing why he is being married in a synagogue.)  

He’s wrong. No group of people is that desperate. 

- Bill Tammeus 

 

I think that gay marriage is something that should be between a man and a woman. 

- Arnold Schwarzenegger 

 

I speak better English than this villain Bush. 

    -    Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf  (former Iraqi Information Minister) 

 

Doctor: I’m sending you to a broken leg specialist. 

Patient: But my leg is not broken. 

Doctor: He’s my bill collector. 

- Wizard of Id  (comic strip) 

 

I’m glad I’m not Brezhnev. Being the Russian leader in the Kremlin, you never know if 

someone’s tape-recording what you say. 

- Richard Nixon 

 

Clergyman: a ticket-speculator outside the gates of heaven. 

- Henry L. Mencken 
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I was thinking about how people seem to read the Bible a whole lot more 

as they get older... then it dawned on me, they're cramming for their 

final exam. 

- George Carlin 

 

If the validity of your action depends on secrecy, better decide to do something else, 

- Harlan Cleveland 

 

When I was younger, I could remember anything, whether it happened or not; but I am 

getting old, and soon I shall remember only the latter, 

- Mark Twain 

 

If you’re going to sin, sin against God, not the bureaucracy. God will forgive you but the 

bureaucracy won’t. 

- Hyman Rickover 

 

That’s why Jonathan Pollard is still in prison. 

    -    Diogenes  

 

If Pete Rose really wants to get to Cooperstown, he should be sure to turn left at Albany. 

    -    Diogenes 

 

You gotta believe. 

    -    Tug McGraw 

 

There are two kinds of lawyers: those who know the law and those who know the judge. 

- Anonymous 

 

He who is bent on doing evil never lacks opportunity. 

    -    Publius Syrus 

 

 

 

 

Comments welcome. e-mail to: elscomm@earthlink.net 

All issues of  The Diogenes Report are on the website --        

www.diogenesreport.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.diogenesreport.com/


 7 

 


